Youth and Family
Worship
May 30, 2021

Call to Worship
L: God’s love is poured out on God’s world.
P: From the foundations of time, God’s love is woven into all things.
L: When we cry "Abba, Father!", God hears and lovingly responds to us.
P: Thanks be to God who forgives and lifts us up.
L: Now we are called to be born anew!
P: Open our hearts and our lives that we may truly be born with
hearts aflame with God’s love. AMEN.
https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/2826/worship-connection-may-30-2021

Children's Worship Song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lPdDB2jlMjc&ab_channel=LifetreeKidsLifetreeKids

OPENING PRAYER
God of majesty and power, how awesome you are to
us! The mountains tremble, the seas roar at the sound
of your name! Yet you have chosen to come to us in
love and tenderness. You have called us to be people
who will act in ways of peace and justice in your world.
Open our hearts and our spirits, Lord, to hear your
word, and having heard, to act in ministries of hope
and peace for all your earth. These things we pray in
Jesus’ Name. AMEN.
https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/2826/worship-connection-may-30-2021

Children's Bible Story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wEgxNlqqqY0&ab_channel=SharefaithKidsSharefaithKids

Children's Lesson
Today’s Scripture introduces us to a man named Nicodemus. Jesus talked to
Nicodemus about being born again. Nicodemus became confused. He thought that
Jesus was talking about being born again just like he was the first time.
Jesus was talking about a new kind of birth. The type of birth Jesus was talking
about was that God’s Spirit will give you birth. When you are born of the Spirit, you
are being born to a whole new way of life. Are there certain things that your family
does to mark your birthday each year to show that you are a year older? Some
families may put a mark on the wall each year to show how much a child has
grown. We can check our growth as Christians not with more candles on the cake,
but with growth in love and the fruit of the Spirit in our lives. This born-again life is
always trusting God and is filled with love and joy. Nicodemus wanted to be born
again this way. Do you want to be born again this way?
Prayer: God, sometimes it is hard to understand what a new life that you offer to us
is like. Thank you for sending Jesus to help us understand and guide us. Send your
Holy Spirit so that we can be born in this new way of life. Amen.
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/when-the-spirit-moves/trinity-sunday-year-b-lectionary-planning-notes

Children's Worship Song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cz-yXUDl38Q&ab_channel=CurtisSwallowCurtisSwallow

Family Game: 2 Truths and a Lie
• Each Person writes down three “facts” about themselves, with one of
those “facts” being false. Statements can be about hobbies,
preferences, or experiences they’ve had.
• The speaker always says two true statements and one false
statement. Then, it is up to the others to determine which statement
is false about the speaker. The group finds a consensus by voting on
which statement is the false one, and the speaker reveals if the crowd
is correct or not.
•

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/when-the-spirit-moves/trinity-sunday-year-b-lectionary-planning-notes

Scripture: John 3:1-17
3:1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.
3:2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God."
3:3 Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above."
3:4 Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's
womb and be born?"
3:5 Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.
3:6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.
3:7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.'
3:8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit."
3:9 Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things be?"
3:10 Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
3:11 "Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our
testimony.
3:12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?
3:13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
3:14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
3:15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may
have eternal life.
3:17 "Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him.

YOUTH & ADULT DISCUSSION OR JOURNAL
How does Nicodemus approach Jesus? What does his approach tell you about what
Nicodemus thinks of Jesus? Nicodemus’s opinions might have been in the minority among
the Pharisees (some of the priestly religious leaders at the time). What might Nicodemus
have been risking by meeting Jesus and asking these questions, searching for truth?
Nicodemus puts several labels on Jesus (rabbi, teacher). How do you think Jesus’ own
labels and Nicodemus’s labels compare? How do you feel about your own identity versus
the labels others place upon on you? Can you share a label you’ve been given before that
didn’t feel like it fit you? For example, nerdy, lazy, quiet, teacher’s pet, bossy, etc.
Did Nicodemus’s labels for Jesus affect Nicodemus’s confusion around Jesus’ answers?
How?
We all know what it feels like to be misunderstood or mislabeled, and, believe it or not,
many of us still have a tough time understanding all of who Jesus is. We should work to
avoid mislabeling others and mislabeling Jesus. What would our faith start to look like if we
were to take away the labels we place on Jesus, and instead listen and use the words Jesus
used to describe himself? Could that create a different picture of Jesus that we try and
follow?
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/when-the-spirit-moves/trinity-sunday-year-b-lectionary-planning-notes

Youth and Adult Worship Song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uI40rYP85ow&ab_channel=SweetLifeSweetLife

BENEDICTION
God of infinite patience, loving presence, and
dazzling surprises, be with us as we leave this
place today. Guide and guard our lives and bless
our witness to your love. We go in peace seeking
ministries of justice and hope. AMEN.
https://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/entry/2826/worship-connection-may-30-2021

Youth and Adult Worship Song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zARVp3420I&ab_channel=TurningHeartsMinistriesInternationalTurningHeartsMinistriesInternational

