
Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
Second Sunday after Christmas Day  

January 4, 2026 
 

REFLECTION: “When Herod knew the magi had fooled him, 
he grew very angry. He sent soldiers to kill all the children in 
Bethlehem and in all the surrounding territory who were two 
years old and younger, according to the time that he had 
learned from the magi.” – Matthew 2:16, NRSV 
 
PRELUDE 
                                                                                      
WELCOME 
 
THE PEACE:     עֲלֵיכֶם שָׁלוֹם  (Shalom Aleichem) – Hebrew 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP1:                   
LEADER: In the dark of morning, 
PEOPLE: the stars still shine. 
LEADER: In the depth of winter, 
PEOPLE: the birds still climb. 
LEADER: At the start of the year, tender and new, 
PEOPLE: God is here. God is near. 
LEADER: Do not rest in your fear. 
PEOPLE: God is here. 
LEADER: So like the stars and the birds, 
PEOPLE: Let us worship holy God. 
 
*OPENING HYMN:    
                      “The First Noel”                                 #245 v.3-5 
 
*OPENING PRAYER:  Wesley Covenant Prayer  

           
I am no longer my own, but thine. 
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee, 
     exalted for thee or brought low for thee. 
 
 
*At this mark, you may stand in body or in spirit. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
1Prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and heartily yield all things 
     to thy pleasure and disposal. 
And now, O glorious and blessed God, 
     Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
     thou art mine, and I am thine. 
So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 
     let it be ratified in heaven. Amen. 
 
*ACT OF PRAISE:       “Gloria in excelsis Deo”            #238 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:                               Matthew 2:1-12, 16-18        
                    

This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. Amen 

 
*HYMN OF PREPARATION: 
                                    “Star-Child”                                   #2095 
 
SERMON:           “Fear Doesn’t Stop Us” 
 
Response to the Word: 

A Statement of Faith of the United Church of Canada #883 
 
We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
We believe in God: 
  who has created and is creating, 
  who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
     to reconcile and make new, 
  who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
We trust in God. 
 
We are called to be the Church: 
  to celebrate God’s presence, 
  to live with respect in Creation, 
  to love and serve others, 
  to seek justice and resist evil, 
  to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
    our judge and our hope. 
 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
  God is with us. 

We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
 
CONFESSION AND PARDON 
  Merciful God, 
  we confess that we have not loved you with our whole     
heart. 

  We have failed to be an obedient church. 
  We have not done your will, 
 
  we have broken your law, 
  we have rebelled against your love, 
  we have not loved our neighbors, 
  and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
  Forgive us, we pray. 
  Free us for joyful obedience, 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
L: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet   
sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. In the name of 
Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

P: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
A: Glory to God. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                          #9-10 
 
BREAKING THE BREAD 
 
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
PRAYER AFTER THE RECEIVING OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
in which you have given yourself to us. 
Grant that we may go into the world 
 
in the strength of your Spirit, 
to give ourselves for others, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 



JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY:  
                        “He Came Down”                                      #2085                          
 
*PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                             #94 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:  
                           “We Three Kings”                                    #254 
 

 *DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 
 
  POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
CHURCH PRAYER LIST: Paul Mancini, Nizzy, Dan & his Mom, 
Bill Swift, Korea, Katie, Mary, Jo-Ann Tilton, Herman, People of 
Palestine and Ukraine, Victims of California fires, Ellie Smith, 
Tony, exchange of captives between Isreal and those in Gaza, 
Bradley Piscitello, Victims of plane crash on 1/29, Gould Family, 
Claire, Julie, Christopher Stentiford, Marj Stark, Jim and Debbie 
Campbell, Loved ones of Kim Steele, Peggy Wilson, Richard, 
Nancy Tompros, Skating Team, Rev. Richard Higgins, Ruthie, , 
Dick Wallis, Shawn Berry, Nancy Higgins, Harry Smith, Lynn, 
William Drury, Pamela Drury, Sandy Gray,  Melissa Rodolosi, 
Anne Bennett, Family of Barbara Carey, Maureen Havey, 
Brittany & Tim Larsen, Susan Williamson, Danielle DeSantis, 
Douglass Family, Family of Elaine Clifford. 
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS for prayer time can be emailed to Pastor 
Shin at singingpastorshin@gmail.com or texted to 781-572-
6650 (please leave your name as well as your request).  
 
PASTORAL VISITATION: If you would like a visit from Pastor 
Shin, please notify him at singingpastorshin@gmail.com 
or call his cell phone at 781-572-6650. You may also contact the 
church office at  htumchurch@gmail.com or 978-777-7408. 
 

E-Giving can be made via PayPal & Venmo 
 

 
 

Pastor Shin’s Office Hours 
Tuesday-Friday 10am-12pm 

 
 
 

 
 
 

EVENTS 
 

Sunday 
Church Service and Sunday School 9:30 am 

Followed by fellowship coffee hour 
 

First Sunday of every month, Fill a red grocery bag for the 
Danvers People to People Food Pantry 

 
Monday 

 
 

Tuesday 
 

Samaritan Circle: Second Tuesday of the month 
 

Wednesday 
 

Friendship Ring: First Wednesday of the month (off-site) 
 

Thursday 
 
 

Friday 
 

Saturday 
 

The Gathering – 2nd Saturday of the Month 10:30am-Noon 
 

AA 7:30pm 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
12/7 – Candy Cane Hunt 

12/21 – Pageant rehearsal 
12/24 – Family Service 5:30pm 

Candlelight service 9pm 
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