Look up and Live
Youth and Family Worship
March 14, 2021

Call to Worship
L: How awesome God’s light is!
P: It pours rays of comfort and hope onto this dark world!
L: Come, dance and rejoice in the light!
P: Lord, let your light flood into our hearts and spirits!
L: Come, let us celebrate!
P: Let us bring our praise to God! AMEN.
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2446/worship-connection-march-14-2021

Opening Worship Song: Fly
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eWFAezIAvhs&ab_channel=LifetreeKids

Words of Assurance (Psalm 27)
The light of God’s love
shines into the dark places of our world,
healing its brokenness,
and bringing hope to places of despair.
The light of God’s love
makes us a forgiven people.
Thanks be to God!
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2446/worship-connection-march-14-2021

The Bronze Serpent Bible story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRQkbADC8hI&ab_channel=KidsontheMove

Children's Sunday School Lesson
Numbers 21:4-9
Discussion Point: Do you know anyone who complains constantly? Everything is either too hot, too cold,
too high, too low - nothing is right for these people. Are they fun to be around? Is it rewarding to do
anything for them? What is it these people lack? A sense of thankfulness. The Israelites complained a lot
about food and water and fighting the enemy. Who always provided for them? God. Did God ever let
them down? No. So why did they complain? Not because they lacked, but because they always wanted
more.
Our society is not much different. Ads and commercials constantly try to convince us that we need
something else. We lose sight of all the wonderful things we have and concentrate instead on what we
don't have. We can prevent becoming complainers by constantly reminding ourselves of the things we
are thankful for. We can battle a whiny mood by counting our blessings.
Name 3 things you're thankful for:
How many words can you make from the letters "grateful".
Name 3 things the Israelites had to be grateful for.
https://www.sundayschoolsources.com/lessons/OT/Exodus/serpents.htm

Children’s Worship Song: Thankful
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_ewLEvA8_o&ab_channel=LifetreeKids

Scripture: Numbers 21:4-9
21:4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people became
impatient on the way.

21:5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food."
21:6 Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died.
21:7 The people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the people.
21:8 And the LORD said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall
look at it and live."
21:9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

Youth and Adult Discussion or Journal
Respond to Questions after reading scripture
What do you think God want us to stop complaining?
Think about a time that you messed up. What are the consequences
that came with it? What did it take for you to be restored or for the
consequences to be over (maybe a situation with your parents,
teachers, co-workers, family, or friends)?
It seems that there are consequences to the Israelites grumbling
against God, but it also seems like there is an opportunity for
repentance. What steps do the Israelites take to get the snakes to go
away and turn back to God? How can you start today and make
changes to your life?
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/rend-your-hearts-claiming-the-promise/fourth-sunday-in-lent-year-b-lectionary-planning-notes/fourth-sunday-in-lentyear-b-youth-lessons

Mini Message: How do you want to live?
I guess we have asked and answered that question over and over again throughout the past year. Sometimes being faced with being
stripped of everything causes us to look at how we live. It gives us time to think about what we will do when we get a chance to truly
live again. What do we want to do better? How do we want to improve our lives, our relationships? Maybe you are doing a job that you
hate, maybe you don’t like the way you treat people, maybe your relationships are strained with your partner, your family, children,
parents, & friends? What would you like to do different? What do you need to change to discover that happier person within you?
Sometimes we can’t change our circumstances but we can certainly change how we respond to them.
What if we chose our responses carefully, or maybe we could be softer, more encouraging. What if we could show people who Jesus is
through our actions? Sometimes when I am watching the real housewives of wherever. I think I would respond so much better. But
then again I don’t have cameras on me 24/7. Wouldn’t it be great if reality had an opportunity for a do over? So many times when I am
watching these shows I reflect about how people really misinterpret the other person’s motive and over react or respond negatively.
How many times does that happen to us in real life and we don’t know it?

As a Christian, you know that we have been called to be different than the world around us. We are called to be a light in the darkness,
showing people Jesus. But have you ever thought about how you actually live that out?
What would happen if we didn’t complain? Imagine yourself in the store and the person heads toward you in the wrong direction down
the aisle. How are we called to react? Do we complain and say you’re going the wrong way! How do you think Jesus would react? Maybe
they say nothing. Maybe they say they are sorry. Maybe you say no worries and smile (under the mask of course!) What if that was
exactly what that person needed to make their day better? What do our reactions tell the people around us? Are we quick to respond
negatively or are we shining Jesus’ love so bright that we make the world a better place to be? We can change the course of that
person’s day by being a bright light.
What would happen if we stopped complaining right now? What if we looked for the good, instead of demanding things go our way?
Maybe this year your Lenten journey (like mine) will be to shine like bright lights in the world.
Lisa

Adult Youth Worship Song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XFT0zoKQWaM&ab_channel=MicahTylerVEVO

Benediction
As God has shared the best with you, now you
are challenged to go forth to share your
blessings with others. May the peace and love of
God go with you always. AMEN.
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2446/worship-connection-march-14-2021

Closing Worship Song

