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Call to Worship

L: We come with joy to this celebration of God’s love!

P: Open our hearts, Lord, to receive your love.

L: We come with hope to this witness to God’s power!

P: Challenge and encourage our spirits to serve 

you, Lord.

L: We come with a willingness to proclaim God’s 

presence to all.

P: We thank God for this invitation to worship, 

witness and serve. AMEN.
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2749/worship-connection-may-6-2018



Children's Worship Song

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s363IMh64yI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s363IMh64yI


OPENING PRAYER
Leader: Let the whole earth praise the Lord! Let the 

mountains and hills proclaim God’s handiwork! Let the seas 

roar and the waves crash in symphonies of praise! Let all 

creation sing God’s new song of love!

People: Praise be to God who has created and is creating 

anew! Praise be to God who re-creates God’s love in us 

each day!

Leader: Loving, creative God, we praise and bless you for 

your mighty acts of creation. As we gather here this day we 

hear your message of power and love through the witness of 

Jesus Christ as he prepared his disciples for his departure. 

He gave to them the words of encouragement about living in 

your love, and through that love being witnesses to the whole 

world of your peace and hope. Be with us this day, Lord. 

Open our hearts and minds to receive your word. AMEN.
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2749/worship-connection-may-6-2018



Children's Bible Story

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5AfieNC7nY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5AfieNC7nY


Children's Worship song

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GivJhQ_AONQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GivJhQ_AONQ


John 15:9-17
15:9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.

15:10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father's commandments and abide in his love.

15:11 I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 

be complete.

15:12 "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

15:13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.

15:14 You are my friends if you do what I command you.

15:15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 

master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my Father.

15:16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 

fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.

15:17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.



Youth and Adult Bible Lesson 

Discussion and/or Journal

Read: John 15:9-17

What might it mean for you that Jesus commanded us to “love 

one another as I have loved you” (v. 12)? (It is not optional. Nor 

is loving one another merely expressing good thoughts; we are 

called to embody love, as Jesus who gave himself for the world—

which is also expressed in verse 13.)

What might it mean for your church that Jesus commanded the 

church to “love one another” (v. 17)?

Whom do you find it difficult to love?

In American society, it is typical to think of limited resources or 

scarcity. Contrary to this, how is love compounding? (That is to 

say, how does showing love often have multiplying effect?)
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/living-the-resurrection/sixth-sunday-of-easter-year-b-lectionary-planning-

notes/sixth-sunday-of-easter-year-b-small-groups

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=91#gospel_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=91#gospel_reading


Youth and Adult Worship Song

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HHrxS4diLew

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HHrxS4diLew


Mini Message 
Love God, and love others. This week our lesson is about just that. 

In our scripture Jesus is calling us to follow these commands to love God, and to love others because of the 

love you’ve received. It sounds simple at first—but it is easier said than done.  What this means is that you 

love everyone even someone who has treated you badly, someone who has a different belief system than 

you, and even someone who is cruel to others. These commands should shape everything we do, how we 

make decisions, how we relate to others, how we respond, and how we forgive. These are the basis of how 

we live our lives. It should be our foundation. 

I am generally pretty good at kindness and love. But there is one area of my life that I need to keep working 

on.   

I have to admit I don’t know who takes over my body when I get in a car but I am a beast.  My husband once 

asked what the big deal was if someone went in front of me causing me to suddenly brake.  I told him it 

wasn’t considerate of others. So not only am I very passionate about following road etiquette I am also the 

road police.  4 way intersections are my biggest pet peeve.  I want everyone to take turns. Maybe it’s all 

those years of teaching kindergarten. But I’ll admit I’m a work in progress and I have gotten so much better at 

it than I used to be.  One day several years ago I learned this lesson HARD.  I was at an intersection and this 

car cut me off pretty badly causing me to slam on my brakes and almost cause me to have an accident.  

Then they proceeded to drive about 20 miles under the speed limit. I was expressing my anger and 

frustration which luckily only I could hear. I was getting so worked up I devised a plan. My plan was to catch 

up and give them a piece of my mind! The car was in the next lane and I was close enough to say something 

or better yet give a dirty look.  (I am not proud of this story.) So as I pulled up I noticed it was a lovely elderly 

lady that I had known for quite some time, the sweetest, kindest, gentlest woman.  She looked over and 

smiled and waved.  I immediately forgot about her driving.  After all what was the big deal? It simply did not 

matter.  I felt like the biggest loser.  Because I knew her and I knew her heart I could have forgiveness and 

compassion for her.  But why can’t we treat everyone like that?  Why can’t we have the same kind of love for 

everyone? 

It’s not easy and we have to constantly work on it.  But the first step is awareness.  Now every time I get into 

my car I pray before I turn on the ignition and turn on my Contemporary Christian radio station. (It helps to 

keep me accountable) In my everyday life I think about how God would like me to respond and I do my very 

best to follow those teachings. 

By loving others I am loving God.                                                                                                        Lisa 



Youth and Adult Worship Song

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-29WLQ3trA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-29WLQ3trA


BENEDICTION

Friends and Beloved of Christ, you have been chosen to go 

into this world with the message of God’s love. Bear fruit of 

hope and joy, peace and justice, with all that you meet. 

May God’s peace be with you all. AMEN 
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2749/worship-connection-may-6-2018


