
Open My Eyes
Family Worship ~ June 14, 2020

Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this 

and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” John 9:40
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Opening Worship Song 
Open the Eyes of my Heart 
Michael W. Smith

CCLI License # 2303149

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idQ1n3cdgfo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idQ1n3cdgfo


Call to Worship 
Our call to worship comes from Luke 1:78-79

By the tender mercy of our God,

the dawn from on high will break upon us,

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 

death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.’ [NRSV]

Let’s pray:

Merciful God:

We come together to worship longing for tenderness

because this world can be hard.

We come longing for light

because our lives are crowded with shadows.

We come desperately needing direction.

Fill us this morning with your peace:

your spirit is our peace and our path.

https://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/prayers-call-to-worship/
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https://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/prayers-call-to-worship/
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Children’s Bible Story ~ 10 Lepers 

Sharefaith Kids 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_QOhNJ1Zuc&t=40s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_QOhNJ1Zuc&t=40s


Spiritual Eyes
Inviting God to live in our hearts 

helps us to be a good son or 

daughter of God. It helps us make 

positive choices! We have our 

physical eyes that see the 

physical beautiful world. The eyes 

of our heart are our spiritual 

eyes. We make important 

decisions with our heart. Our heart 

has eyes that can be open or 

closed. We want to open the 

eyes of our heart to the light of 

God- so that we can make good 

choices and live the way God and 

TP want us to live! 

DISCUSSION:

What are the eyes of your heart 

called? “Spiritual Eyes”

What can help us make good 

choices? Opening up the eyes of 

our heart to God, inviting God to 

live in our hearts and be a part of 

our decision making. (vertical 

alignment)

How can we help open the eyes 

of our hearts? Through talking to 

God, learning about God and 

experiencing God!
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Children’s Song ~ I want to Be Like Jesus 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nk-MRowRuu0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nk-MRowRuu0


Children's 

Craft 

Craft:

♥ Begin by choosing a verse or 

phrase about loving others, and 

write it on the cloud. 

♥ Decorate the cloud with stickers.

♥ Turn the cloud over. Space the 

yarn appropriately so there will be 

room for all of the hearts. Glue 

the yarn to the cloud's back side.

♥ Working in order of the colors of 

the rainbow (red, orange, yellow, 

green, blue, [indigo,] violet), place 

each set of colors along a strand 

of yarn. 

♥ write names or actions of love  

on the hearts, glue them to the 

yarn. See photo.

♥ Hang as a reminder of God's 

love and our love.
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Scripture Reading ~ Matthew 9:35-10:8

9:35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness.

9:36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, 

like sheep without a shepherd.

9:37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;

9:38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest."

10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast 

them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness.

10:2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother 

Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John;

10:3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 

Thaddaeus;

10:4 Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.

10:5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and 

enter no town of the Samaritans,

10:6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

10:7 As you go, proclaim the good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.'

10:8 Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; 

give without payment.



Dear Heavenly Parent, 

this Scripture makes me long for more of the ophthalmological 

corrective that only takes place as the gospel does its work on 

the eyes of my heart. Even if I could see with 20/15 or 20/10 

vision, if I’m only focusing on the “outward appearance” of 

people and things, I’m still not seeing as you intend. My plea? 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, that I may see Jesus, and as 

I see Jesus more clearly, help me see everything else 

from his perspective.

Help me to see people with eyes of grace. Help me to see 

the beauty, dignity, and your image in people, much more 

clearly than I notice their brokenness and inconsistencies. And 

when I do see their weaknesses, may I do so with compassion 

and understanding, not with shock and irritation. Help me to 

see what you see in my spouse, children, and friends—even in 

total strangers.

Help me to see pain and suffering with eyes of 

grace. Father, sometimes looking at the crucibles and crises, 

and cruel stories and crushing blows of life makes me want to 

run and hide, fix or deny. When overwhelming need is staring 

me down; hard things over which I have zero control; and 

stories which seem to contradict your goodness and 

sovereignty, help me to see from the perspective of You.  This 

I pray in Jesus’ kind and healing name.  Amen

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/scotty-smith/a-prayer-

for-seeing-people-and-the-world-with-eyes-of-grace/

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/scotty-smith/a-prayer-for-seeing-people-and-the-world-with-eyes-of-grace/
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Adult and Older Youth Message 
https://www.dharmann.com/

https://www.dharmann.com/
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When Jesus saw people, what did he see? [People in need of guidance and in need.] What is the difference between seeing with our 

eyes and seeing with our hearts when it comes to truly seeing others? [We can “see” with our eyes without full consciousness and

awareness of others’ needs due to many factors, including being preoccupied with our own busyness, self-interest, or issues. When 

we “see” with our “heart,” we are conscientious of others’ needs and desires. It often takes deliberate attentiveness to truly “see” 

others for more than how they can benefit us.]

Everyone has a story. I think sometimes we forget that. I remember one day a when I was much younger and my children were 

young.  I got cut off in traffic and almost fatally hit by a driver who simply wasn’t paying attention. My young children were in the car 

with me and I’m such a mama bear, I immediately got into protective mode and started screaming at the person.  I was filled with

anger and fear. I was hoping to get close enough to roll down my window and shout out something cruel.  As I got closer I realized it 

was an elderly woman from my church.  I knew her.  I knew her story.  She was ill and was getting frail and losing her eyesight. She 

was also upset that she was losing her independence.  Could I imagine what that was like?  Could I put myself in her shoes and have 

empathy for her?  

Seeing from someone else’s perspective.  I think that is the most important part of the black lives matter issue.  We just need to see it 

from others perspective.  Because I am a person of white privilege I can’t understand exactly what it is like for them.  But that doesn’t 

mean that it doesn’t exist. It means I need to just listen and validate someone else’s feelings.  

Every day we have interactions with people who are going through some kind of challenge. Every day we come across people who 

are in need, and every day we have an opportunity to help someone. Imagine how seeing others the way Jesus does might change 

the way you react to people, the way it might change you. As followers of Jesus, we need to show the same deep compassion. We

need to remember that everyone has a story. We need to be open to what we don’t know.  We need to see with eyes like Jesus. 

Eyes of Jesus Reflection



Benediction 
⪢ God of compassion, you have given yourself to us in 

Jesus Christ and you continue to be present to us 

through the Holy Spirit. Give us the eyes of faith to 

see those who are in need, those who are 

hungering, those who are grieving, those who are 

suffering from the weight of isolation, and those in 

need of your healing presence. Help us to serve, not 

with the intent to fix or solve, but as you have 

modeled for us, to be present. Amen.

⪢ https://www.umcdiscipleship.org
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/
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Closing Worship Song 

Give me your eyes Brandon Heath 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=No79gvtaR0c

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=No79gvtaR0c

