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Call to Worship #1
L: This is the day that the Lord has made!
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
L: This is a day of new beginnings!
P: This is a time for growing into new disciples for Jesus.
L: Come, let us prepare ourselves for worship
P: Let us be prepared for service to God. AMEN.
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/6071/worship-connection-june-13-2021

Children's worship song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HCAjOEvVmX4&ab_channel=GraceLutheranChurchGraceLutheranChurch

Opening Prayer:
Lord, we come this day, having seen the miracles of
everyday creation in our world. We have enjoyed both
the bright sunshine and the gentle rains. We have
marveled over the beauty of flowers and the
complexity of your creation. Make our hearts ready to
receive your word for us, that we may go forth from
this place ready to joyfully serve you all of our days.
AMEN
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/6071/worship-connection-june-13-2021

Children's Bible Story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hg7uK1wR0M&ab_channel=CCTNtv

Children's Worship Song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usAuJrEN2G0&ab_channel=Children%26YouthShepherdoftheHillsPewaukeeChildren%26Youth-ShepherdoftheHillsPewaukee

Children's Lesson: The Birthday Cake Parable
Jesus used parables when he preached and taught about God. A parable is a story that uses objects
that people understand. That’s why when Jesus spoke about sheep, he knew that everyone who
listened knew what a sheep or shepherd was. There are parables about sheep. There are parables
about farming and the soil. This parable is about a seed.
Since many of us are not farmers or shepherds here today, I want to tell you a parable that we all
can understand: the parable of the cake mix. We all know what birthday cakes are, don’t we? When
we start to make a cake, we need to follow the recipe; we also need to add some more ingredients
than what is in the box.
Baking a cake takes many ingredients. It also must be cooked for a while; sometimes it seems like a
long while, in a hot oven. Baking a cake also takes patience. It takes time for the cake to bake and
even longer to cool before we can frost it and eat it.
Growing as a disciple also takes many ingredients. What are some ingredients in growing as a
disciple? Ingredients like going to church, reading and studying your Bible, prayer time with God,
showing and telling others of God’s love are all good ingredients to add when making a disciple. You
also must add God’s power. Growing doesn’t happen just because of the ingredients we put into it;
it requires the often unseen power of God.
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/when-the-spirit-moves/third-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-lectionary-planning-notes/third-sunday-afterpentecost-year-b-childrens-lessons

Scripture Reading: Mark 4:26-34
4:26 He also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,

4:27 and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how.
4:28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head.
4:29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come."
4:30 He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it?

4:31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth;
4:32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so
that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade."
4:33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it;

4:34 he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

Youth and Adult Lesson: Journal or Discussion
How does Paul’s affirmation that we are “new creations” make you
feel? What does it mean? [We have a new start, since our guilt and
shame have been defeated.]
Take time to have each participant reflect on (5-10 minutes) and then
share their story of how God’s grace has affected their lives.
Life before encountering God’s grace
Encountering God’s grace (Who was there? Where did it happen?) and
How life has changed because of experiencing God’s grace?
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/when-the-spirit-moves/third-sunday-after-pentecost-year-b-lectionary-planning-notes/third-sunday-after-pentecost-year-bsmall-groups

Youth and Adult Worship
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TKAN-nAsu8&ab_channel=cristanqcristanq

Mini Message
This weeks lesson is asking us to look at our own stories of faith. I remember my own story of really
understanding God’s grace. Although I grew up in many churches, I did not always understand the
power of Gods love in my life. I first felt this connection with God when I was about 22 years old. I
had just returned home from college. While in college, I became friends with another student who
shared with me the music of Amy Grant. I loved it immediately and was so connected to her music. I
remember listening to Amy Grants testimony on this cassette tape (yes I said tape ~ I know I’m old.)
She was talking about the first time she had felt the power of the Holy Spirit. She was visiting a
friends church youth group and she said that they were all closing in prayer and they were talking to
God like God was right there in the room with them. She shared she had never felt such a
connection and closeness to God even though she went to church every Sunday. At the end of their
prayer they offered anyone who would like to invite Jesus to live in their heart. She said that
moment changed her life. I was struggling with re-acclimating my life after returning from college. I
was not part of any church or any social group and felt something was missing. I decided I would
also ask God to live in my heart. I immediately felt different. A peace came over me. A few weeks
later I joined a Methodist church in Ipswich Massachusetts and began my transformed life with God
at the center. The song that played after Amy’s testimony is one that I really love. Any time I feel lost
I play that song and it is a reminder of the day that God came to live in my heart. It is called What a
Difference You’ve Made In My Life. At the time I did not know what that song meant, but I know
now. Thank you God!
What's your grace story?
Lisa

Youth and Adult worship Song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DnC3AtE3CpA&ab_channel=AmyGrantOfficialAmyGrantOfficialOfficialArtistChannel

What A Difference You’ve Made

Benediction:
• Feel the love of God growing within your heart. Go into
God’s world, planting seeds of love, mercy, joy, and peace in
all that you say and do. Be at peace and serve God. AMEN.

